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Affordable housing
effort must continue

or those who support the need for more
F affordable housing in Arlington, the recent

developments on Sherborn Street is cause for
celebration.

At a two-family, owned by the Housing Corpora-
tion of Arlington, volunteers recently spent a week-
end removing cabinets, patching walls and scrap-
ing wallpaper so others could have a place to call
home. They will continue their work by painting
the home during another work weekend.

In this community that becomes more pricey
with each year, work by groups like the HCA and
Housing Authority is more critical than ever.

In order for teachers, firefighters and Department
of Public Works employees to remain in their
hometown, these groups need to thrive. Town
Meeting saw the need for greater affordable hous-
ing when it approved the Inclusionary Zoning
bylaw in 2001, which requires developers of six or
more units to set aside 15 percent for affordable
housing. The Board of Selectmen has also ear-
marked Community Development Block Grant
money to the Housing Corporation.

Residents, many of whom live in homes they
would not be able to afford today, could turn their
backs on those struggling to stay in Arlington. But
they have put out a welcome mat for those in the
middle and lower tax brackets by volunteering
their time and giving freely to the Housing Corpo-
ration.

There is not a greater community effort than
affordable housing — so many are pulling in the
same direction and creating units each year.

It’s a long process, but the town has added more
than two dozen units over the past two-plus years.
There is also hope on the horizon with the Symmes
project, which could add 52 more units to the
town’s affordable stock.

The process is slow and often times frustrating,
but the community must continue the mission to
keep a place at the table for those from all econom-
ic classes.




